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 complete: in that year the power of the Circuit quarterly
meeting to make arrangements for the support of the local
preachers was recognised: the local preachers were to be
accepted by the local preachers' meeting, and an annual
statement of accounts was to be published.
At Wesley's death the Methodists numbered 100,000;
there were 294 preachers in Great Britain, 198 preachers
and 43,000 members in the United States, and nineteen
missionaries and 5,000 members at mission stations. As
early as 1786 there was a society with 1,100 negro members
in Antigua; Dr. Coke greatly extended the influence of
Methodism in America; a mission was despatched to Ceylon
in 1813, and a branch Missionary Society was founded at
Leeds.
Methodism did not long remain a united movement. The
separation of Whitoficld has been noticed: in 1770 the Welsh
Calvinistic Methodists, who had at first been helped by
Wesley, and who had later accepted the leadership of White-
field, formally declared their independence. In 1796 Alex-
ander Kilham was expelled from the Methodist ranks, and
with 5,000 followers set up the Methodist New Connexion.
About 1806 the Independent Methodist Churches were
founded, and between 1807 and 1810 the Primitive Methodists
established their independence,
But the influence of Methodism was permanent. In an
age of reason the Methodists had appealed to emotion:
though they brought forward no new doctrine, they revived
the feeling for personal religion. Their mission was directed
against vice, luxury and pomp, and it succeeded in effecting
an improvement of morality. Wesley had little influence
upon the Established Church, except to increase its abhor-
rence of" enthusiasm " and its resistance to popular revivals,
but Methodism revived the earnestness of the Dissenters
and largely increased their numbers, for whereas in 1700 Dis-
senters numbered one in twenty-five, in 1800 they numbered
one in four,1 Wesley's influence chiefly affected the lower
classes, particularly those of the north and the new in-
dustrial towns. On the one hand, his teaching stimulated
* F, W. Cornish, Eng* Church in Nineteenth Century, p. 5.

